


Rick Rusaw has been serving
as Lead Pastor at LifeBridge since 1991.

At LifeBridge, we want to be a people of grace that ‛Love God and Love our neighbors,’ so that we 
can “Lead People in a Growing Relationship with Jesus.” All that we do is focused around helping 
us to accomplish that vision. 

It is hard to capture in a few pages the thousands of ways that grace is demonstrated through the people 
and programs at LifeBridge. This year, as our community experienced the devastating effects of flooding, 
we saw firsthand how quickly our lives can be disrupted, and how much we do need each other.  One of the 
things we hope you find at LifeBridge is a place to belong—a place to connect with others who are trying 
to get better at what Jesus said matters most—‛Loving God and Loving Others.’

As you read this annual report, I hope that you will see beyond the things that can be measured, and see 
the stories of people whose lives are changed as a result of all that happens in and through the ministries of 
LifeBridge.  God is at work in some remarkable ways and it is your investment of time, talent, and treasure 
that continues to make a huge difference in meeting the opportunities God brings our way. 

Thank you for your partnership, for your ministry, and for being a person of grace...



highlights   flood of 2013
Starting on September 9, 2013, torrential rain created an extreme emergency for about 4 million 

people in 17 Colorado counties. Heavy rain—up to 17 inches in three days, forced raging water 

down hillsides, flooding thousands of homes and businesses and creating rivers out of canyon 

roads and tiny streams in what the National Weather Service described as “biblical rainfall amounts.”

During the Initial Phase of Disaster Response to the flood, LifeBridge served as an evacuation center for 

three counties: Boulder, Larimer, and Weld—providing shelter to 1,300 evacuees, feeding 10,000 meals 

to evacuees and first responders, and providing safe sites for people who were being rescued by the 

National Guard, and were coming out of the valleys and to the high points. In addition, LifeBridge served 

as a resource center where Lyons residents could get temporary permits, services to help families apply 

for federal assistance, search for housing, and receive safety and Mental Health medical services for 2,700 

people. These services were provided by LifeBridge members and others from Longmont United Hospital. 

Hundreds of volunteers who provided thousands of hours during the initial phase are members of the 

LifeBridge congregation. 

 

During the  Recovery Phase of the flood, over 2,000 volunteer hours have been provided, and over 50 home 

clean-ups have been completed. Presently, LifeBridge continues to help the Town of Lyons in partnership 

with the Lyons Volunteer Team, and also continues to provide meeting space for the Town of Lyons.



When Jesus was asked what the Greatest 
Commandment was, He answered, 
“Love God with everything you have 

and Love your neighbor as you love yourself.”  At 
LifeBridge, we take that command seriously and 
our desire is that everyone that has said, “YES” to 
loving God would also say, “YES,” to loving their 
neighbors.  

This past year, we’ve taken some significant steps 
to further deepen the vision of loving God and 
loving our neighbors.  Here are just a few of those 
steps we’ve taken to resource and encourage the 
LifeBridge family in the area of neighboring.

NeighboriNg Tip of The Week: Check The Bridge 
each week to find easy, practical tips and ideas on 
loving your neighbors.

NeighboriNg SermoN SerieS: This series will give 
you the six key practices of Neighboring.  Go to 
http://lbcc.org/messages/ and click on each of the 
“No More Mr. Nice Guy” messages.

NeighboriNg TexTS: It’s important to keep getting 
better and what Jesus said mattered most.  Sign 
up to receive a personal text of encouragement, 
Scriptures and tangible ‘to-do’s” to love your 
neighbors.  Simply text LBCC to 41411 and follow 
the instructions.

LearNiNg CommuNiTieS: This is a monthly gathering 
designed to provide encouragement, coaching, 
and conversation as we journey together in the 
Neighboring Way of Life.  These happen monthly 
at LifeBridge Longmont. Check the weekly bulletin 
for dates.

NeighboriNg Team: All of our pastors are here for 
all of you.  Our neighboring team was specifically 
put together to help resource our church in the art 
of loving our neighbors.  We are not looking for you 
to do our ministry as much as we want to join you 
in your ministry.  If there is any way we can be of 
assistance, please know that we’re here for you. 
Contact us at  neighboring@lbcc.org.

neighboring  way of life
“When Jesus 

was asked what 
the Greatest 

Commandment 
was, He answered, 

“Love God with 
everything you 

have and Love your 
neighbor as you 
love yourself.” ”



lifebridge jm

The JM campus witnessed 38 people 
committing their lives to Christ and 
being baptized this past year, and 

we continue to experience growth in all 
environments. 

Participation in our adult studies (Sunday 
morning and mid-week) grew nearly 50% 
over the year, and our Young Adults Ministry 
has expanded to reach a broader audience 
of ages 19 to 25-year-olds. New middle and 
high school students continue to connect 
to our Student Impact Ministry which has 
nearly doubled in size—once again (16 
students were among those baptized this 
year). Our LifeKids Ministry is branching out 
and adding monthly mid-week gatherings 
for kids and families, and we recently hosted 
our fourth annual VBS, which had numerous 
kids from the community in attendance.

As we grow in our faith, we continue to 
find new ways to live out our faith in our 
community, having recently begun a mobile 
food pantry in cooperation with the town of 
Milliken and the Weld County Food Bank. In 
the year ahead, we plan to develop specific 
environments to inspire, equip, and motivate 
parents and guardians to be more effective 
spiritual leaders in their homes. We are 
excited to see what God will do through 
stronger families.

lifesports
In our 8th season of Upward Basketball and 
Cheerleading, 275 children (1st through 5th 
grade) learned the fundamentals of faith 
with the fundamentals of basketball during 
each team practice and game. 75 adults and 
students served as coaches, game officials, 
and game day volunteers. Hundreds of 
parents and family members attended game 
day Saturdays and were introduced to the 
Good News of Jesus and LifeBridge as a 
church home.

Fitness and dance class offerings grew to 
include Fit 4 Life workout for seniors, Praise 
in Motion, and Zumba Dance for teen and 
adult women, and Studio Dance for young 
girls.

LifeSports partnered with public and private 
high schools coaches and Area 9 Basketball 
Officials for a Summer Basketball League at 
LifeBridge. 

During the months of May and June, 16 
school teams, coaches, and families filled 
the LifeBridge Gym for a total of 72 games. 
This was a unique opportunity to invest in 
the lives of impressionable teens and sports-
minded families.

ministry highlights

38
Committed their lives

to Christ at the jm Campus

275
Children learned the fundamentals of faith through sports

16
sChool teams for a total of 72 games



lifekids 
“Under Construction” is the quick summary of LifeKids this year. This has been representative 
in some of our physical spaces as well as our ministry programs. We are in the beginning stages 
of remodeling our elementary area upstairs. This will give us a new simple clean look, but will 
also allow us to shift rooms around to provide better worship and classroom experiences for 
the kids. Two years ago, we overhauled our early childhood curriculum; this year we changed 
our 4th and 5th grade weekend curriculum. Our children’s offerings this year are being directed 
to “Engage Ecuador.” This is exciting because many of our families are supporting kids there 
through the LifeBridge sponsorship program. There will be a better overall connection to the 
work in Ecuador, and many of our kids will have the opportunity to go to Ecuador with their 
family on one of our trips.

We are again partnering with Rocky Mountain Christian Church for a 4th and 5th grade summer 
camp. This year, we are going to Camp Como which will allow for a one day longer camp. 
Having kids undistracted for a greater length of time allows God to do some awesome work in 
their hearts.

We have two VBS’s again this year. Our Early Childhood is “Kings Court” where little ones learn 
to be Warrior Princes and True Forever Princesses. Our Elementary this year is themed “Build,” 
where our kids will learn to build their life on the solid rock of Jesus.

The Special Needs Ministry is continuing to see new families. We are holding “Respite” nights 
that provide parents a chance for some time to themselves. We have also held two financial 
planning seminars for Special Needs parents which have primarily drawn families from the 
sorrounding community. 

The heart and core of LifeKids is our volunteer leaders. God continues to bless us with faithful 
leaders. This year we brought in a guest to provide some training which was well received. We 
hope to expand and do more training this coming year. 

We also developed a new resource for kids and families who have been baptized. It’s a booklet 
called “Your Journey.” It’s a road map  that will help them better understand who God is, 
what the Bible is all about—and how to read it, how to pray, and how God made them for His 
purposes. 



students

This past year, a lot of exciting things 
happened in the Student Ministry at 
Longmont. In addition to our weekly 

programming for middle and high school 
students, students participated in a variety 
of camps, retreats, and mission trips. 

200 students total attended the high school 
camp (CIY MOVE) and middle school camp 
(CIY MIX). 

38 people had the wonderful opportunity 
to travel to the Bahamas over spring break 
for our high school mission trip—this was a 
truly life changing experience. We worked 
at a Christian sports camp for Bahamian 
youth (Camp Bahamas), participating in 
many different work projects and building 
relationships with Bahamian youth and 
children. 

Our students went on two mission day trips 
to Denver (one for middle school and one for 
high school) where 30 students worked at 
the World Vision Warehouse to pack and sort 
clothing to send to other countries in turmoil. 

50 students attended each of our winter 
and fall retreats—and over Christmas, 70 
students and their families participated in 
making blankets which were donated to The 
Closet for single moms and their children. 

We were incredibly excited to baptize a total 
of 26 students this last year, and see many of 
our students serve in a leadership capacity 
within our Student Ministry. 

In an effort to continue to help students 
‘Love God and their Neighbors’ we have 
intentionally gotten involved with multiple 
schools in our area through programs like 
FCA and Athletics. Its really amazing to see 
what God is up to!

outreaCh

In the past year, we’ve had 151 baptisms 
and new members on our three campuses. 

Those aren’t just numbers, but lives that have 
been changed by grace. 

Many have been neighbors baptizing 
neighbors, with many baptisms happening 
at Puente de Vida and Johnstown. 

One of the people who got baptized turned 
right around and baptized his wife. It’s 
always great to see someone who chooses 
faith after 20 years of their family praying for 
them—God is good! 

200
total students attended the hs & ms Camps

traveled to Camp bahamas during hs spring break
38

were baptized throughout our three Campuses

151



adult ministries

adult Classes 250 people meet weekly in Sunday morning classes for both shepherding and 
growing. Brian Mavis offered a large group experience, “ Introducing Your Friends to Jesus.”

women’s ministry offered both special events and on-going groups and studies. We helped 
women meet other women at  Girls’ Night Out, the Christmas Tea, and the Getaway at the 
YMCA of the Rockies. Bible study groups and Hearts for Moms connected over 100 women 
on a weekly basis.

single moms participated in dinner, worship, learning and sharing in “Transformed to the New 
You” on Wednesdays. Dozens of volunteers have provided dinner, mentored children, and 
assisted at the Car Clinic and the Closet.
 
50 and better provided friendship, encouragement, and service opportunities through 
monthly dinners, service projects, and mission trips.
 
touChing lives sent teams to ten senior care facilities in our community. These teams visited 
with individuals, bringing a message of hope through a worship time.

marriage & family provided seminars and counseling to strengthen couples.

men’s group has challenged men to serve and grow through their morning and evening 
groups.

Care & Counseling provided support groups and individual counseling through trained lay 
counselors.

spiritual transformation has developed a clear and simple path for individuals to move 
ahead in their own spiritual growth. Classes for new believers and connection to mentors and 
guides make the journey personal and practical.

the message of hope 
was brought to ten 
senior Care faCilities 

10



The Puente De Vida Campus continues to grow their worship experience with new visitors 
attending every weekend. This last year we have grown to 120 in average attendance. It 
is an amazing growth for our Spanish campus on the Southeast side of Longmont. We 

continue to be a place of grace and community, and a source of connection teaming up with 
EL Comite, Mexican Consul, and four local Spanish churches united on working to improve 
neighboring to our Latino and non-Latino members of the community. 

This past year, we have seen over 20 adults and youth committing their lives to Christ and 
being baptized. We are now seeing the harvest of many hours of prayer and neighboring 
development, and continue to show our Latino community God’s grace and love through 
the vision of LifeBridge. The local Spanish churches and Puente de Vida have participated in 
several united worship experiences with over 700 Latinos learning to live the neighboring life. 

This young generation of believers are building a LifeBridge legacy in their young Latino 
families; transcending over all language, color, and race barriers, and continuing to become 
‘one church’ for our community.

lifebridge
 puente de vida 

120
average  in weekly attendanCe



In the fifth year of our Kid’s Hope Mentoring Program, over 200 volunteers worked as mentors 
or prayer partners for children in 5 area schools. 

We also partnered with over 2 dozen community agencies to provide Christmas gifts to the 
children of 2,000 low-income families in the St. Vrain Valley School District.
 
The leadership coming from LifeBridge continues to play a catalytic role throughout the 
state, by partnering with Adopt Colorado Kids in finding forever families for kids waiting to be 
adopted in the foster care system.
 
LifeBridge is continuing a partnership developed during the 2013 Floods with Boulder County, 
the Town of Lyons, and the Red Cross to coordinate emergency preparedness.

200
volunteers worked as mentors or prayer partners

low-inCome families were provided with Christmas gifts

2,000

Community
  involvement 



A new partnership with Compassion 
International and Stadia resulted in a Church 

and Child Development Center to be constructed in 
Limones, Ecuador. We sent a vision team to this site in 
March and a second team will travel to Ecuador in July. 

Glocal continues to support and strengthen partnerships with Christian 
workers in Thailand, Southeast Asia, and Turkey. We will also be sending 
teams of short-term workers to Chaing Mai, Thailand; Honduras; 
Turkana, Kenya; Ecuador; and Southeast Asia. These mission trips build 
relationships with the long term workers, and the local communities.

The Glocal Ministry continues to reach out to 
our local community through schools and local 
partnerships. We support at-risk teens through 
TreeHouse, Inc., in Minnesota, and locally 
through our support of Crossroads School 
in Longmont. In addition, we have provided 
scholarships to our students who are attending 
college with a Christian vocation planned. 

gloCal (missions) 





James herbert

elders for re-eleCtion 3-year-term

brady
toothaker

Clair
volk

riCh
kinzle

mark
brothers

gayle
zonnefeld

don hood

Since Herb and his wife, Jean, started attending LifeBridge over twenty years ago, 
they have truly been led in a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. Herb says he 
cannot think of a better way to use his time and talents than being an elder for the 
church. 

He and Jean are currently involved as team leaders for the Elder Care Ministry and 
they also participate as ushers and members of the Response Team. Herb is a past 
team leader for Celebrate Recovery.

Favorite Scripture: “As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is 
formed in a mother’s womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker 
of all things.  Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be 
idle, for you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both 
will do equally well.” Ecclesiastes 11:5-6

A 35 year resident of the Colorado Front Range, Don and his wife, Jenny, currently 
reside in the outskirts of Longmont. They have three children: Maggie, Haley, and 
Joshua.  

Don, Founder and President of Worldviews, Calling & Culture, a non-profit Christian 
organization, spent 25 years at Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corporation, a division 
of Ball Corporation. A 28 year veteran of the aerospace and defense industry, Don 
enjoyed the challenges of this “high tech” field. In early 2008, Don completed the 
“Centurions Program,” a one year intensive Christian worldview program, which 
enabled his pursuit of Christian/biblical worldview activities and passion to “transform 
the culture.” Presently Don is attending Biola University and will receive a Master of 
Arts in Science and Religion in December 2014.

Don is a graduate of Colorado State University. Don’s interests include his service and 
involvement at LifeBridge Christian Church, Prison Fellowship Ministries, and various 
outdoor activities including golf, hunting, hiking, and camping. Don and Jenny are 
involved in community service through LifeBridge, where Don serves as an elder. Don 
is presently serving on the board of the John Jay Institute and has also served on the 
boards for Longmont Christian School and LifeChoices Pregnancy Center.

Favorite Scripture: “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” -Philippians 1:21



elders for eleCtion 1-year-term

 thank you!

blake isom

We would like to say ‘Thank You,’ to Bruce Farwell, Gordon Hampton, and Scott Owen 
for their service as Elders of LifeBridge during the past three years. 

mike matthews

Mike Matthews is an attorney whose practice emphasizes risk 

avoidance/mitigation, dispute resolution, and litigation.  Mike met 

his wife, Annette, while attending Oklahoma Christian University.  

Annette grew up in Berthoud, and the first time Mike visited he knew 

he could happily substitute the mountains of Colorado for the plains 

of Oklahoma.  Mike is a past board member of Longmont Christian 

School, and currently serves on the board of Life Choices Pregnancy 

Center.  He and Annette live in Berthoud.       

 

Favorite Scripture: Lamentations 3:22-24, “The steadfast love of the 

Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness.  ‘The Lord is my portion,’ 

says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’”  This verse serves as a 

reminder that God is our inheritance and each new day brings the gift 

of His grace.

Blake Isom has been living in Colorado for 14 years and attending 
LifeBridge since 2001.  Blake lives in Longmont with his wife of 23 years, 
Lisa. They have one son, Jordan, who will begin college next year and 
one daughter, Chandler, who will begin high school next year.  Blake’s 
business background includes 25 years of experience in the Human 
Resource field, and he is presently working for Prologis in Denver.  He 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from 
Winthrop University in Rock Hill, SC.  Blake receives great joy in leading 
and participating in the serving of communion and collecting offerings 
during the Sunday 11 a.m. service. 
 
Favorite Scripture:  “We have different gifts, according to the grace given 
to each of us.  If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance 
with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 
if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 
cheerfully.” -Romans 12:6-8. This reminds Blake that he and all of us 
have gifts given by the Lord. No one gift is less valuable than another. 
It is important to use these gifts for the glory of God.
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