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Dear LifeBridger,

Leading people in a growing relationship with Jesus has long been our mission at LifeBridge. It 
happens in so many ways and in so many places, sometimes it is measurable and often it isn’t.  It is 
at the core and heartbeat of our church to help everyone and anyone take a next step with Jesus—
however and wherever we may be on the faith journey.  

As we look at this past year, I am grateful for the ways in which we have gathered across our 
three campuses. Worship services, seminars, special events, and a long list of things provide an 
opportunity for us to come together. In the coming together, we find encouragement, challenge, 
learning, growing and serving. What matters just as much as gathering is how we scatter; the 
difference that is made isn’t that we “come to church,” but when we choose to “be the church.” 
That shows up in our neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, and a thousand other things we do.  

That’s why we have been challenged to ask God every day, “How do I get better at the two things 
that matter most—Love God and Love my neighbor?”  

In this report, there are a number of things that give you a glimpse of LifeBridge and how it is doing, 
but the church isn’t its ministries, programs or campuses—the church is YOU!  Your faith, your 
serving, your generosity, your loving God and loving a neighbor is LifeBridge. The real question isn’t 
how is “LifeBridge” doing; I suppose, the real question is how are you doing?  

I am grateful to be on this journey with you.

Rick Rusaw
Lead Pastor
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One of the most important decisions a person can make in 
their faith journey is taking a step toward Jesus through 

baptism. Each one of the people that have been baptized 
represents a story of grace and how Jesus has made a true 
difference in their lives, making us truly thankful for what He 
is doing here at LifeBridge. 

“When I was born I was baptized into and raised in the church 
from a young age. But later, I drifted away from God’s flock 
and became a child of the material world. My baptism at 
LifeBridge was the outward showing of an inward change, a 
re-commitment to Jesus, and a blessed return to the fold. It 
is a joyous reminder that we truly are ‘not of this world’ and 
that we should ‘seek those things which are above’. I have 
recaptured that peace of spirit which was so long ago lost, 
and I am forever grateful and humbled by the grace and love 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” –K. Vaden

BAPTISMS
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 MEMBERS/ATTENDEES
MEMBERS/REGULAR ATTENDEES (EXCLUDING GUESTS)

NEW MEMBERS ADULT GUESTS

112 1,561

“They were praising God and enjoying the good will of all the 
people. Every day the Lord was adding to their number those 
who were being saved.” –Acts 2:46-47
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“But let’s not be done.  Let us not be content with where we 
are.  Many more of us could say “YES” to neighboring. All of 
us could take a next step in loving our neighbors. Our desire 
is that people could see us as a Neighboring Church —that 
loving our neighbors would be running through our veins and 
splashing through every fiber of our being.” –Kevin Colon

 SAID “YES”
TO NEIGHBORING AS A WAY OF LIFE

SUMMER
NEIGHBORING
GATHERINGS

4



Neighboring is not a program, an initiative or an event—it’s a way of life. At the end of the day, saying ‘YES’ to 
loving our neighbors is a shift of the heart and a decision we make. Only God can make this shift in us.  

As a church, we are not trying to dictate or force the issue of neighboring. Instead, we are inviting and encouraging 
as many as have said ‘YES’ to loving God, to say ‘YES’ to loving our neighbors —and we’re seeing more and more 
LifeBridgers embrace this love. There are no experts on this journey, just fellow practitioners.
The stories keep coming in. They are not fancy or grand stories. They are ordinary, everyday stories. God is making 
them extraordinary!

• People are getting to know their neighbors.
• People are praying for their neighbors.
• Conflicts between neighbors are being resolved.
• People are serving their neighbors in small and big ways.
• People are making room for their neighbors by quitting other things.
• People are taking the initiative to gather their neighbors together.
• People are looking out for their neighbors in different ways.

All of these small shifts are making a big difference!
In a culture that is so oriented in going, we are seeing people staying. In a culture that is so oriented in thinking 
about ourselves, we are seeing people think about their neighbors. In a culture that says everything I have is all for 
me, we are seeing people sharing. In a culture that says wave and smile and that’s enough, we are seeing people 
engage and love and extend relationships. We are seeing lonely people find friends. We are seeing needy people 
find help—and that’s not just our neighbors…that’s us!
Neighboring may just be the best discipleship practice. As we go and love and serve others, God is doing a number 
on us. He is loving us, disciplining us, stretching us, and refining us. He is making us new. He is making us more like 
Him—and He is smiling as we go. He is delighted in the way we are loving Him by loving others.
But let’s not be done. Let us not be content with where we are.  Many more of us could say ‘YES’ to neighboring.  All 
of us could take a next step in loving our neighbors.  Our desire is that people could see us as a Neighboring Church —
that loving our neighbors would be running through our veins and splashing through every fiber of our being.

Kevin Colon
Neighboring Way of Life Pastor
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7 PARTICIPANTS traveled to Limones, Ecuador in July 2014 
to celebrate a new church building and Development Center. 
Highlights of the trip included spending a fun day with the 
participants’ sponsored children, making home visits, living a 
“day in the life” of the Limones Community, and being a source 
of encouragement to the pastors and staff of the project.
 250 CHILDREN ARE SERVED at this facility.
 
“Meeting the young girl, Lois and I sponsor through Compassion 
International was probably the highlight of my trip to Ecuador. 
The only picture we had of Wendy was a sad, shy looking little 
girl. But the girl I met was this healthy, happy, beautiful child 
with lots of energy and enthusiasm. She was with her adult 
sister and a translator. They talked about the help and support 
they are receiving through our sponsorship. Wendy couldn’t 
stop smiling and hugging me. I couldn’t keep the tears of joy 
and praise to God to myself. We played and ate and had a 
fantastic day together and we all cried when it was time to 
leave. I came away with a true appreciation of the Compassion 
International approach of Community Center, church, nutrition, 
and education for the children and their parents. I pray for 
Wendy Maisa Angulo Preciado and her family every day. All 
glory to God.” –Jack Hay

ECUADOR
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL

CHILDREN SERVED
AT THIS FACILITY

250
Wendy before...



SERVED
VILLAGE OF PATEUNG, CHIANG MAI
GLOBAL OUTREACH 

MISSION TRIP
PARTICIPANTS

30+

PLANTED
CHURCHES

3

8 PARTICIPANTS traveled to La Ceiba, Honduras in December 2014 
to provide clean water. They worked on all aspects of drilling a well. 
The team also provided hygiene lessons, read Bible stories, made 
crafts, and played games with the adults and children.
10 PARTICIPANTS traveled to Thailand in February 2015 to work 
along side Joni Morse to build a medical clinic. 20K WERE SERVED in 
the Village of Pateung in Chiang Mai. The team also celebrated with 
Joni the milestone of 30 YEARS of missionary service in Thailand. 
The Morse’s work stretches across the entire region on Northern 
Thailand.
2 CHURCHES HAVE BEEN COMPLETED since the vision of Stadia and 
Compassion have been shared with four churches from Northern 
CO. These churches in partnership with Stadia and Compassion will  
continue to work in Ecuador.
1,000+ HAVE HEARD THE GOSPEL in Turkish during a concert hosted 
by our missionaries in Turkey, Greg and Shawn. They continue to 
make a difference with students and women in the community. 
K & D, CMF MARKETPLACE MINISTERS IN ASIA. K coaches individual 
members of their team, helping them thrive in their roles and grow 
as leaders. As a practicing artist, D continues to engage with artists 
and with the church. 
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200+ VOLUNTEERS worked on 27 HOMES during the GoServe 
Projects for flood victims. The work included cleanup, 
repairs, and rebuilding. As a brand new home was finished, 
dedicated, and blessed—another was started! Go Serve was 
a great day of serving and getting to know others. 

“Thank you for feeding my wife and me during the Flood (while 
rubbing his belly); thank you for feeding us  over the last several 
months (while patting his heart).” –Sam, Flood Victim

 GOSERVE VOLUNTEERS
GLOBAL OUTREACH

HOMES

27

GOSERVE
VOLUNTEER

PARTICIPATION

200+
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204 SAMARITAN SHOE BOXES were delivered.
700 COATS were distributed during the Coat drive.
16 CHILDREN & 6 HOUSE PARENTS received gifts at the
Mountain States Children’s Home. 
192 KINDNESS FOR SENIOR GIFTS were delivered.
1,400 KIDS received gifts at Kindness for Kids.
82 MOMS & THEIR CHILDREN received gifts through
Gifts for Single Moms. 
$5,116.29 was collected for the 2014 Life Choices 
Baby Bottles Campaign.
70 KIDS were mentored.
215+ LUNCHES were served to Habitat Volunteers.

 LIVES TOUCHED
THROUGH LOCAL OUTREACH

# OF KIDS THAT
RECEIVED TOYS

AT K4K

1,400

# OF KIDS
THAT HAD
A MENTOR

70
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62 STUDENTS & PARENTS participated in ADVANCE: Longmont, 
doing projects at the church and in our community. 
106 STUDENTS AND PARENTS made 70 FLEECE-TIE BLANKETS 
and donated them to Life Choices & The Closet.
31 STUDENTS & SPONSORS went to Eleuthera, Bahamas 
to complete work projects and reach out to the local 
communities through sports and clean-up.
$2,500 raised by students, helped purchase industrial kitchen 
equipment for Camp Bahamas’ new dining hall.
2 STUDENTS were baptized during the Camp Bahamas Trip.
5,000+ students were impacted through involvement in 
Christian Clubs and teaching abstinence through Life Choices 
in our local schools. After the presentations, 4,057 students 
were surveyed: 58% of sexually active students changed 
their minds and 27% of undecided students decided to wait 
until they are married to have sex!

STUDENTS
IMPACTED THROUGH ABSTINENCE TEACHING

BY THE STUDENTS’ STAFF 

FUNDS RAISED FOR 
CAMP BAHAMAS

$2,500

FLEECE-TIE
BLANKETS

70
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348 PARTICIPATED  in “Build” Elementary KidVenture. 
122 PARTICIPATED in “King’s Court” Preschool KidVenture.
13 KIDS were baptized. 
20 KIDS celebrated during Child Recognition.
23 KIDS participated in Summer Camp at Camp Como.
135 KIDS participated in Summit 4th & 5th grade
midweek program.
300 KIDS attended the Mother/Son & Daddy Daughter Dances.
185 VOLUNTEERS ministered to an average of 350 KIDS each 
weekend.
$700+ IN LIFEKIDS WEEKEND OFFERING helped support our 
efforts and partnership with Compassion in Ecuador.
$3,000 WAS RAISED by the kids for a playground in
Limones, Ecuador.
LifeKids ministered to families with SPECIAL NEEDS children on 
the weekends & respite nights.

CHILDREN
WEEKEND ATTENDANCE

WEEKEND
VOLUNTEERS

VBS
ATTENDANCE

185 470

MIDWEEK
ATTENDANCE

135
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Connecting women to God, His Word, and each other is 
the framework for groups and events for women. 

Two key events were the Christmas Tea, attended by 300 
WOMEN, and the IF Gathering Simulcast, which drew women 
from nearly 25 FRONT RANGE CHURCHES. Over 50 VOLUNTEERS 
served at each of these events. Two foundational continuing 
growth opportunities are Women’s Bible Study and Hearts 
for Moms. Over 150 WOMEN led by 35 LEADERS, participated 
in 70 HOURS OF STUDY, prayer, group discussion, and 
encouragement during the season that just concluded.

 WOMEN
PARTICIPANTS

EVENT
PARTICIPANTS

STUDY
PARTICIPANTS

375+ 150+

VOLUNTEER
PARTICIPANTS

140+
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An average of 75 SINGLES MOMS (161 members total) & 20 MENTORS 
met weekly at the Single Moms’ Group on Wednesdays.
8 SINGLE MOMS supported by the group graduated with a
college degree.
20 KIDS HAVE PEARL KID MENTORS that met with them weekly, building 
a strong one-on-one relationship.
23 VOLUNTEERS prepared the hot meals for weekly meetings.
14 VOLUNTEERS rotated in serving the weekly meals.
14 VOLUNTEERS helped with organizing The Closet.
186 SINGLE MOMS received passports to shop at The Closet. 
60 VOLUNTEERS helped at the Single Moms’ Car Clinic.
95 SINGLE MOMS received car maintenance at the Single Moms’ Car Clinic.
2 VOLUNTEERS counseled single moms and their teens.
2 VOLUNTEERS baked monthly birthday cakes & cupcakes for the 
single moms & their children. 
1 SINGLE MOM AND HER TEENAGER DAUGHTER were baptized.
1 MASSAGE THERAPIST donated one hour of monthly service to a 
single mom.

 MEMBERS
OF THE SINGLE MOMS’ GROUP

WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE

PASSPORTS
TO THE CLOSET

75 186

CAR
MAINTENANCE

95
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25 -30 SENIORS ages 50+ participated in Fit 4 Life and have 
improved the quality of their lives—and they have formed 
strong relationships.
10 NEW LIFEBRIDGE SENIORS have found valued friendships 
by attending in Fit 4 Life.
45 DANCERS PARTICIPATED in fall and winter/spring semesters 
for The Studio Outreach at LifeBridge.
225 ATTENDED the winter/spring recital dance program.
20 NEW FAMILIES to The Studio have connected to LifeBridge. 

 PARTICIPANTS
AT LIFESPORTS’ FIT 4 LIFE

STUDIO OUTREACH 
DANCER PARTICIPANTS 

FIT 4 LIFE
ATTENDANCE

4525+
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250 BASKETBALL PLAYERS & CHEERLEADERS participated in 
Upward Sports
30 TEAMS total played making 2015 the 10th season!
75 ADULT AND STUDENT volunteers.
750 PEOPLE attended each game day, hearing the Good 
News of Jesus during halftime focus.
60 NEW PLAYERS’ families connected at LifeBridge
through Upward!

 UPWARD
BASKETBALL PLAYERS & CHEERLEADERS

UPWARD
PLAYERS

250

GAME
ATTENDANCE

750



LBCC.ORG/ANCHOR
YOUNG ADULTS IN THEIR 20’S & 30’S



20+ YOUNG ADULTS attended weekly Coffee @ the Curtain.
15 YOUNG ADULTS Met weekly at a local coffee shop for community. 
25 YOUNG ADULTS attended Titus 2 Nights (inter-generational groups)
3 NEW 2:46 GROUPS led by 5 FACILITATORS formed since January.

SERVICE PROJECTS:
2 builds for Habitat for Humanity.
2 church cleanup days.
1 clean-up—Green-up.
1 clothes sorting day at The Our Center.

 YOUNG ADULTS
WEEKLY ANCHOR PARTICIPANTS

WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE

SERVICE
PROJECTS

35 6
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30+ VOLUNTEERS participated at The Gathering.
64+ ATTENDEES & 19+ VOLUNTEERS participated at
The Luncheon.
17+ VOLUNTEERS made the Cookson Hills Mission Trip
a  success!
40+ VOLUNTEERS helped with 11 Assisted Living Centers 
through the Touching Lives Ministry. 
14 VOLUNTEERS participated in the Handyman Ministry &
38 JOBS were completed.

 ADULTS
50 & BETTER PARTICIPATE IN THE GATHERING

LUNCHEON
PARTICIPANTS

83

COOKSON HILLS 
MISSION

PARTICIPANTS

17+



 
539 CALLS AND/OR CARDS were made by 5 volunteers in the
Barnabas Ministry.
13 FUNERALS have been served by the Funeral
Receptions Ministry.
20+ VOLUNTEERS served in the Care Counseling Ministry.
25 VOLUNTEERS served through the Elder Care Ministry.
7 VOLUNTEERS served in the Shepherding Ministry by making 
approximately 1,000 calls & visits.
800 PRAYER REQUESTS have been prayed for by the
Prayer Team Ministry.
60+ hospital visits have been made to those that were hospitalized.
30 SERVERS helped & 41 MEALS have been served by
the Meals Ministry.

PRAYERS
HAVE BEEN PRAYED FOR BY THE PRAYER TEAM

MEALS SERVED
BY THE

MEALS MINISTRY

FUNERALS
SERVED BY THE

FUNERAL RECEPTION 
MINISTRY

41 13
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115 attended weekend services.
20 were baptized.
245 total men, women & youth participated in groups.
30 volunteers helped in weekly programs.
47 kids attended VidaKids weekly.
6 community meetings were held to educate Latinos, with 
300+ in attendance.

ATTENDEES
AVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE AT PUENTE DE VIDA

MEN, WOMEN
& YOUTH IN 

GROUPS

245
TOTAL

BAPTISMS

20



 BACKPACKS
COLLECTED AT JOHNSTOWN/MILLIKEN

175 attended the weekly Celebration Service.
40 attended the weekly LifeKids Program.
184 volunteered weekly.
28 were baptized.
65 CHILDREN participated in VBS “G.L.O.W.” 2014.
89 students attended the weekly MS/HS Youth Groups (YG)
56 students participated in MS/HS CIY Summer Camps.
54 participated in the Prayer/Care Ministry.
10 children received one-on-one mentoring through the
Kids Hope USA Program.
186 backpacks of food were collected through the
Backpack Food Program.
150 FAMILIES were served through the Milliken Mobile Food Pantry.
96 backpacks of food were distributed through the
Christmas Angel Tree Program.
$1,200 was raised for the Backpack Food Program through the
Chili & Corn bread Cook Off.

LOVE GOD. LOVE EACH OTHER. |  2014-15

BAPTISMS

28

# OF CHILDREN
WEEKLY ATTENDING

LIFEKIDS

40





 VOLUNTEERS
AT LIFEBRIDGE LONGMONT

Thank you to the many volunteers who serve and have taken God’s 
call to serving seriously.

We believe that serving others leads to life change. Serving transforms 
our lives, the lives of those we are helping, and has real impact on 
those who see us serving. All of these realities are a bold declaration 
of God’s redeeming love to the world around us. 

At LifeBridge, we believe that we are never closer to the heart of God 
than when we are serving. Jesus even said in Matthew 20:28, “I have 
not come to be served, but to serve and give my life up as a ransom 
for many.”

We believe that when we follow Jesus into service, we will experience 
greater belonging, see God at work through our service, and discover 
the reward of joining Jesus in what He is building here at LifeBridge!

LOVE GOD. LOVE EACH OTHER. |  2014-15



RICH KINZLEMARK BROTHERSDON HOOD JAMES HERBERT

ELDERS

ELDERS FOR RE-ELECTION  -  3-YEAR-TERM 

CURRENT ELDERS

BLAKE ISOM 
Blake has been living in Colorado for over 15 years and has attended LifeBridge since 2001.  Blake lives in Longmont with Lisa, his wife of 24 
years. They have one son, Jordan, who just completed his first year of college and one daughter, Chandler, who just completed her Freshman 
year of high school.  Blake’s business background includes 25 years of experience in the Human Resource field, and he is presently working 
for Prologis in Denver.  He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from Winthrop University in Rock Hill, SC.  Blake 
receives great joy in leading and participating in the serving of communion and collecting offerings during the Sunday 11 a.m. service.

Favorite Scripture: “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.  If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in 
accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, 
then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” -Romans 12:6-8. This reminds Blake that he and all 
of us have gifts given by the Lord. No one gift is less valuable than another. It is important to use these gifts for the glory of God.



CLAIR VOLK 
Clair and his wife, Kathy, have been members of LifeBridge for over 18 years. During that time they have facilitated several marriage 
classes, and have led a small group for many years. Clair owns and manages VolkBell, LLC, an employee benefits consulting agency in 
Longmont. In addition, he spends much of his time with FCCI (Fellowship of Companies for Christ International), a ministry that encourages 
business leaders to operate their business using biblical principles. Clair and Kathy have been married for over 40 years, and have three 
children, Ryan, Ross, and Andrea, and seven grandchildren.

Favorite Scripture: “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.” –John 15:5.

ELDERS 

ELDERS FOR RE-ELECTION  -  3-YEAR-TERM (cont.) 

BRUCE FARWELL
For 40 years Bruce Farwell and his wife, Mary, have been a part of the LifeBridge church family. They have four sons, two daughters-in-law, 
and are blessed with seven grandchildren to date. It has been a great pleasure and growing experience for Bruce to serve with the staff and 
eldership of this church.  He is not only an elder, but also serves doing communion preparation. 

When he is not working at the church, Bruce is a self-employed paint contractor. Bruce feels that LifeBridge really strives to fulfill the ‘great 
commission’ in the community and around the world, and is impressed by the areas provided for involvement in activities by all ages. He is 
excited about the dynamic vision the church leadership has for the future.

Favorite Scripture: “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to 
their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” -Ephesians 4:29.



GORDON HAMPTON 
Gordon and his wife, Tammy, have been members at LifeBridge since 1986.  He and Tammy will celebrate their 35th wedding anniversary in 
August.  They have raised five children and are enjoying wonderful family times now with five grandchildren.  Gordon has served in a variety 
of ministries including music, leading Bible studies, financial/budget counseling, and Marriage and Family.  His passion is Marriage and 
Family ministries:  helping families spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ by building life-long marriages, raising children in the love of the Lord, 
and showing the love of the Lord as reflected in the biblical marriage relationship.

Favorite Scripture: 3 “Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.” 5 “Trust 
in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;” 6 “In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 
straight.” -Proverbs 3, 5, 6.

ELDERS

ELDERS FOR RE-ELECTION  -  3-YEAR-TERM (cont.) 

JIM NELSON
Jim joined LifeBridge in 1981, utilizing Adult Studies and new friends to improve and grow his relationship with God.  As his relationship grew, 
so did his serving.  “When you serve, it doesn’t have to be in the bright lights.  God uses your service however you would like to contribute,”  
says Jim. Over the years, Jim has taught Adult classes and has been heavily involved in various ministries:  Men’s, Kids Hope, special events, 
Upward Basketball, and serving communion to nursing homes.  After retiring from IBM on September 11, 2001, Jim returned to active 
duty service with the Colorado Air National Guard, retiring from an Air Force career in 2007.  Jim is now completing a career in the Service 
Education department of Ricoh at the IBM in Boulder.  He looks forward to annual family reunions with his family.

Favorite Scripture: “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” -Hebrews 10:24.



SCOTT OWEN 
Scott has attended LifeBrige his whole life. He and his wife, Terri, have been married for over 30 years and have two children, Sam and Kate. 
The Owens live in Berthoud. Scott is active as an Usher Lead, in FCCI, and co-founded The Pearl Group.

Favorite Scripture: “But the noble man makes noble plans, and by noble deeds he stands.” -Isaiah 32:8.

ELDERS 

ELDERS FOR RE-ELECTION  -  3-YEAR-TERM (cont.) 

MIKE MATTHEWS
Mike is an attorney whose practice emphasizes risk avoidance/mitigation, dispute resolution, and litigation.  Mike met his wife, Annette, while 
attending Oklahoma Christian University.  Annette grew up in Berthoud, and the first time Mike visited he knew he could happily exchange 
the plains of Oklahoma for the mountains of Colorado.  Mike is a past board member of Longmont Christian School, and currently serves on 
the board of Life Choices Pregnancy Center.  He and Annette live in Berthoud.       
 
Favorite Scripture: “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness.  ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’”  -Lamentations 3:22-24. This verse serves as a reminder 
that God is our inheritance and each new day brings the gift of His grace.

 THANK YOU! We would like to say ‘Thank You,’ to Gayle Zonnefeld and Brady Toothaker for their service as 
Elders of LifeBridge during the past 3 years. They are both rotating off for one year.
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