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A LET TE R
FR OM R IC K
Dear LifeBridge Family,
Grace matters! One of the best things I love
about LifeBridge is that it is a place of
grace. Leading people in a growing
relationship with Jesus happens when we
discover grace, grow in that grace, and live
gracefully.
The early followers of Jesus weren’t called
Christians or Jesus followers in the beginning.
They were first called people of the way. There
was something distinct about these followers—
something in the way they lived and acted. As
they came to know the truth that would set
them free, they lived that truth out in grace.
While there are a lot things in this annual report that highlight our ministries, campuses,
events, and programs, all of them are about
helping people grow with Jesus. To follow
Jesus doesn’t simply mean come to church,
but to “be the church.” We are people of
truth, people of grace, and people of the way
of Jesus.
It is a privilege to work alongside so many of
you who volunteer, give, pray, and serve in
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the life of LifeBridge and our community. I am
blessed by our pastors, elders, and staff who
honor Christ with their ministries. Mostly I love
being a small part of helping our church be
a place where Christ is honored and grace is
evident.
I am looking forward to what God has in store
as we follow Him.
Blessings,

A BRIDGE TO
DISCOVER GRACE
At LifeBridge, you’ll
e x p e r i e n c e a f r i e n d l y d ow n t o - e a r t h a t m o s p h e re . W i t h
l i ve m u s i c , p r a c t i ca l t e a c h i n g ,
a n d p ro g r a m m i n g f o r k i d s
and students, you’ll find
a w e l c o m i n g p l a ce t h a t i s
c e n t e re d a ro u n d G o d ’s g r a c e .

MISSION

To lead leo p le in a
grow in g rela t io nship
w it h Je sus C hrist.

A G R O W I N G R E L AT I O N S H I P
We l o v e p e o p l e a n d a re
grateful for all of the steps
p e o p l e t a k e t o m o ve c l o s e r
t o C h r i s t . We k n o w ch u rc h
i s m o re t h a n a s e r v i c e o n
t h e w e e k e n d . We ’ re h e re t o
h e l p y o u co n n e ct t o o t h e r
p e o p l e , b u i l d a s t ro n g f a m i l y,
a n d l e a d y o u i n a g ro w i n g
re l a t i o n s h i p w i t h J e s u s .

E N G A G EMENT & CONNECT IO N
We grow the most when we live in community. In fact, scripture calls us all as believers
to intentionally share our lives with one another. Throughout the past year, we have
seen people take steps to connect through Rooted, First Step, and First Serve. We’ve
witnessed the value of having a clear pathway for people to connect no matter where
they are on their spiritual journey.
We all crave authentic relationships with each other and with God. Through the many
ministries at LifeBridge, people can connect through small groups, service opportunities
in our church and community, and special events to build meaningful relationship.

ROOTED

A part of developing our engagement pathway has involved
implementing Rooted, a 10-week experience that is designed to
help people connect with God, others, and their purpose.
Rooted has made a big impact on people’s spiritual growth and has
allowed them to grow in their faith and deepen their relationship
with Jesus. We are excited to continue to see God do great things
through Rooted in the lives of our people.

1,082 PEOPLE HAVE EXPERIENCED

ROOTED (INCLUDING 250 PARTICIPANTS IN
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC)

FIRST STEP

The goal of First Step is to not only provide a welcoming, fun
environment, but to give a clear on-ramp for connecting at
LifeBridge. Through our First Step experience on the second
Sunday of each month we have enjoyed meeting new people and
sharing our vision while taking part in a meal together.

FIRST SERVE

Serving is a significant value at LifeBridge as people choose to
give of their time. However, finding serving opportunities can be
overwhelming in a large church. First Serve is designed to give
people a behind-the-scenes look at LifeBridge’s facility, as well as
introduce them to various ministry areas where they can learn how
to engage and serve. Join us for First Serve on the fourth Sunday of
the month at 11 am in the Connection.
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RE SPO NDI NG
TO GOD
God continues to make an impact in
so many people’s lives through the
ministries at LifeBridge. Michelle
Beyer is one of those stories. After
her divorce in 2016, she was
searching for a new church home
when a neighbor invited her to
connect with the Single Moms
group at LifeBridge. In her time
here, she found incredible support
and love from the group, which
lifted her and her children up in
prayer, provided encouragement,
and loved her unconditionally.
Last year, when her daughter was
hospitalized, moms in the ministry
showed up at the hospital to be
with Michelle and stepped in to
help care for her kids during that
time.
Michelle said when she first came
to the Single Moms group she was
scared and didn’t want to engage,
but now, “almost three years later,

I would trust the women in this
ministry with my life.”
The weekly Single Moms group
gives Michelle something to look
forward to, while also allowing
her to connect with others and
celebrate their love for Jesus. It’s
also been a true encouragement
for her children, who are graciously
cared for by generous volunteers
who give of their time to make an
impact in the lives of children.
Since her divorce, Michelle has
turned to God as her true source of
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ADULTS, STUDENTS,
AND CHILDREN
JOINED LIFEBRIDGE THROUGH
BAPTISM OR MEMBERSHIP
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strength to get through a very
difficult time. Her children continue
to give her hope. In March, Michelle
and her son, Elijah, were baptized
by our Single Moms Director
Valerie Whatley during a Thursday
night service. Then in May, they
baptized her daughter, Angeline
(photo above).
For Michelle, this step of faith
helped her see that she has the
power of the Holy Spirit within her.
Nothing is impossible as she will
never be alone in her struggles with
God at her side.

2,765

AVERAGE ATTENDEES
EACH WEEK ACROSS
ALL LIFEBRIDGE
CAMPUSES

NE I G HB OR IN G L IF E
As a church, we are on a mission to get more
people to say “Yes” to loving their neighbors and
paying special attention to the people that God
has placed right next to us in our neighborhoods.
This goes far beyond a church program. It’s a
way of life and God calls each of us to love our
neighbors in relationship, stay connected, pray for
them, have fun together, and share our lives and
faith with them. Just take one step in love toward
your neighbor in your own, unique way....and then
another...and another. God has a way of blessing
that kind of faithfulness.
The Neighboring Life is about more intentionally
loving the people around us and specifically our
literal neighbors. It’s a call to be aware of what’s
happening around us. It’s a call to look for ways to
jump in and act when God nudges us.
It’s a call to share and to be good news to
people.
And here’s the bonus! The Neighboring Life is
not just for your neighbors. It’s also for you. It
enhances your relationship with God. It helps you
move beyond religion. It helps you feel more
connected to the mission of God. It helps your
faith grow and come alive.
To find out much more about The Neighboring
Way of Life, visit lbcc.org/neighboring.

WHAT IF WE GOT BETTER AT THE TWO
THINGS JESUS SAID MATTERS MOST?
LOVE GOD
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

LO VE J E SU S . SERVE OTHERS.
We love people and are grateful for all of the steps
people take to move closer to Christ. From baptism to
joining a Rooted experience group, we know church
is more than a service on the weekend. We’re here to
help you connect to other people, build a strong
family, and lead you in a growing relationship with
Jesus.
LifeBridge has always been about following God’s lead
to be good neighbors in our community and world,
and we’re excited for a future of continuing to follow

His lead. LifeBridge would not be able to fulfill its
mission without the faithfulness of more than 850
individuals who give of their time and talents each
week. We have various opportunities for people to
serve our church and community and we’re here to
help you find your place. From our Guest Services
team creating a welcoming experience for both new
visitors and regular attendees to the hundreds of
people who help make ministry happen both inside
our building and out in our community, we are so
thankful for the sacrifices made by these individuals.

850+ PEOPLE IN SERVING GROUPS AT OUR
LONGMONT CAMPUS

GREETERS WELCOMED MORE THAN

109,200

PEOPLE THROUGH THE DOORS
OF LIFEBRIDGE THROUGHOUT THE PAST YEAR
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SE R V I N G OU R C O MMU NI TY
By serving our community you can use your
skills and talents to
change lives beyond our
church walls. Throughout the years we’ve
developed a number of
local partnerships where
God uses us to help
others.

• AMERICA’S KIDS BELONG
• CARBON VALLEY
HELP CENTER
• COMPASS
• CROSSROADS SCHOOL
• HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
OF THE ST. VRAIN VALLEY
• KIDS HOPE USA
• KINDNESS FOR KIDS

• LIFE CHOICES
• MOUNTAIN STATES
CHILDREN’S HOME
• OUR CENTER
• PEARL
• SAMARITAN’S PURSE
• SHILOH HOUSE
• ST. VRAIN VALLEY
SCHOOL DISTRICT

COU RAGEOU SLY L OV ING
OU R WO RLD
Loving our neighbors isn’t just about
relationship with those who are in our
actual community, it’s about extending
grace and love beyond our boundaries
into different cultures.
We have developed strategic
partnerships with local community
organizations. Each of those partnerships is about investing in relationships
and resources to support long-term
sustainability.
We’re strategic about working
alongside partners who match our
heartbeat for living out God’s grace,
neighboring, and creating authentic
relationships.

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
THAILAND, BURMA
AND LAOS
Focus:
Community
Development and
Orphan Care

ECUADOR
Focus: Church Planting
and
Child Development

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Focus: Church Planting,
Sports, Ministry for Kids,
Discipleship,
Student Ministry,
Young Women, Medical

SOUTHEAST ASIA
Focus: Community
Development and
Missional Art Outreach
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PART NER IN G
WI T H
FAM I LI E S
Family. It’s a value to you and is one of
our highest values here at LifeBridge.
Our goal is to help you leverage your
time as a parent and to partner with you
so you can influence your child’s future.
We provide environments where kids
and students can connect with others
in relevant, safe, and fun ways so they
can learn, grow, and ask tough questions. We’re praying that every kid and
student develops a heart that belongs,
a mind that responds, and a life that
reflects Jesus Christ. No matter what
phase your kids are in, we want to invest
weekly in their future.
In LifeBridge families, we have 40 hours
a year with your child, if you come every
single Sunday, that is. As parents, you
have more than 3,000 hours a year
with your child. Considering the drastic
difference in hours, LifeBridge wants to
do all we can to partner with you! Connecting parents, children and leaders
with the same strategy and the same
end goal is our plan. In the time that we
have with your child here at LifeBridge,
we will connect them to a leader who
believes in their potential, help them
journey through the bigger story God
has written for their life, and encourage
experiences that they will never forget.
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SUMMER
CAMP

We’re all about fun, friends, and
Jesus! This summer we have
camp for both early childhood
and elementary. Camp will bring
exciting activities, adventures,
and games where kids will
connect with God, new friends,
and incredible leaders. Camp
is always a great place for kids
to learn more about our loving
and great God and deepen their
relationship with Him. Our
students will once again take
part in Christ in Youth camps
throughout the region where
they will take part in tactile,
interactive, and fun activities
coupled with Bible-based teaching and small group interaction.

S TUDENTS
We believe every student has a
God-given purpose. Middle school
students are often motivated by
acceptance, while high schoolers
are growing in freedom and
independence. In order to help
them find their purpose and thrive,
we provide both large and small
group environments where students
can grow in their relationship with
God and others. With all of our
middle or high school students we
are building relationships with every
invidividual.
Throughout the past year, we have covered the Gospel, doubt,
temptation, dating, and even had a series on the Stranger Things in
the Bible. Both groups have doubled in size. Middle school has been
thriving on Sunday mornings, while high school continues to pick up
steam on Sunday evenings. We also added a number of new faces on
our team including new staff and volunteers.
In addition to our weekly programs, we participated in both summer
and winter camps with other area youth groups, service projects,
worship nights, and a mission trip to the Dominican Republic with our
GO Ministry partners. We also had some fun at local bowling alleys,
trampoline parks, and laser tag arenas.

RENOVATIONS BEGIN

Renovations in the kids and student areas have begun and we’re excited about the steps we’re taking to update
our family spaces. As part of your commitments to the More Than Me generosity effort, your giving is creating
new large group spaces, new flooring, fresh paint, and creative elements to provide a great space for kids and
students to grow in their relationship with Jesus.
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SP O RT S
LifeBridge Sports serves the greater
Longmont area by cultivating community through sports and fitness for
participants from ages 3 to 100. Our
sports ministry provides fitness classes,
leagues, tournaments, summer camps,
and other recreational events that are
open to the public.
Throughout the past year LifeBridge
Sports has added two new offerings
with indoor soccer and pickleball
leagues. The indoor soccer leagues
team with our LifeBridge en Español
campus to reach out to Hispanic men
and their families through a sport they
love. Pickleball is the fastest growing sport among senior adults in the
country and now we have both leagues
and open gym at LifeBridge. It’s been
a great way to reach out to area senior
adults through fun and fitness.

1,500 AVERAGE WEEKLY PARTICIPANTS
MARK’S STORY

Fifteen years ago, Mark was in his 20s taking part in
our LifeBridge basketball leagues. He was hard-nosed,
angry, and complained at almost every official’s call.
He would listen to our focus times during half time, but
never responded positively to anything he heard.
Years went by without seeing him, until this spring
when he suddenly returned to our men’s league. Now
in his late 30s, Mark is a different person. He has a
distintly kinder and gentle spirit. He’s a more engaging
person and basketball player who attracts people to
him. His smile and laugh shows the enjoyment he has
for the game and life.
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When asked about his clear change in his life, Mark
opened up his phone and displayed two photos: pictures of he and his wife’s baptism.
“I’m really sorry I spent all those years playing here
giving you all so much grief. I was not a likable guy.
But you guys were so patient with me. You let me keep
coming, knowing that something good could happen
if I just allowed God to bust through the walls,” Mark
said.
He said patience paid off as he and his wife were
baptized this year. He credits LifeBridge with the ability
to help him navigate the road to knowing Jesus.

CARE AND SUPPO RT
The Care Ministry is here to help you find healing
during times of challenge or sorrow by offering
resources of support. We provide loving care to our
congregation and community in various ways,
including counseling, support groups, Celebrate
Recovery, prayer, Grief Share, hospital visits, elder
care, and shepherding.
In an age where many struggle and encounter a
variety of issues, such as mental health, addiction,
loss and divorce, we look forward to raising up
and equipping leaders to facilitate relevant and
purposeful care and support groups.
We are each called to care and love the people
around us. Our Care Team looks forward to training
and empowering lay leaders to care for individuals,
as well as their small groups and communities.

186

VOLUNTEERS VISITED
PEOPLE WHO ARE
HOMEBOUND,
SING AND TEACH WITH
TOUCHING LIVES,
HELP WITH HOSPITALITY
FOR FUNERALS, PRAY
FOR LIFEBRIDGE
PARTNERS AND
THE LONGMONT
COMMUNITY
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VOLUNTEER
TEAMS SERVING
IN INDEPENDENT,
ASSISTED AND MEMORY
CARE FACILITIES

173

CARDS SENT THROUGH
OUR BARNABAS
MINISTRY
TO SHUT-INS

337

SHUT-INS SERVED
COMMUNION

460

SHEPARDING CALLS
AND VISITS

L I FE B R I D G E E N ESPA ÑOL
Our LifeBridge en Español campus has been a
huge blessing to the Longmont Latino community, supporting community leaders in strengthening our neighborhoods, while building additional
leaders at the church. Attendance has increased
substantially throughout the past year with attendees taking part in weekly worship services,
Bible studies, and church events.
LifeBridge en Español is about following God’s
lead to be good neighbors in our community and
world, and we’re excited for a future of continuing
to follow His lead. Everyone wants a meaningful
and lasting relationship, but the most important
thing is that God wants to have a relationship with
you, a real and eternal one.

220 AVERAGE WEEKLY WORSHIP
SERVICE ATTENDANCE

80 AVERAGE ATTENDANCE EACH
WEEK FOR VIDA KIDS
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JOHNSTOWN/ MI L LIKEN

The Johnstown/Milliken church family wants to see
discipleship become an everyday way of life for each
of us so we took intentional steps in the past year to
make that a reality. We call it our Discipleship Pathway
that is built on experiences designed to deepen our
understanding and involvement in the way, the truth,
and the life of Jesus.
We began the pathway with Rooted, engaging more
than half of the church in small groups in the fall of
2017. As we moved into winter we saw Rooted
graduates engage in a variety of next step discipleship
experiences, including Financial Peace University/

Crown Financial, Marriage Enrichment, Bible studies,
and service groups.
Through it all, we have witnessed more than a dozen
people commit their lives to Jesus, seen families
embrace their spiritual development through parent
and grandparent leadership, and experienced a
depth in commitment, generosity, involvement,
and community like never before in our church’s 11
years. We are grateful for the opportunities God has
presented to grow and serve and love our community
and are eager to see where He leads us in the next
season of the Discipleship Pathway.

AN AVERAGE OF

210

AN AVERAGE OF

PEOPLE ATTENDED WEEKLY SERVICES

KIDS ATTENDED WEEKLY SERVICES

100

210

AN AVERAGE OF

STUDENTS ATTENDED WEEKLY YOUTH GROUP

55
MORE THAN

PEOPLE ARE SERVING AT LEAST ONCE A MONTH
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C UR R EN T E L DE R S

BRUCE

GAYLE

GORDON

MARK

MIKE

SCOTT

FARWELL

BROTHERS

ZONNEFELD

MATTHEWS

HAMPTON

JIM

NELSON

OWEN

E LD ER S R OTATIN G OF F

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK CLAIR
VOLK FOR HIS YEARS OF SERVICE AS
AN ELDER AS HE ROTATES OFF FOR
A BREAK.
A SPECIAL THANKS TO HERB
HERBERT FOR HIS MANY YEARS
OF SERVICE AS AN ELDER AS HE
RETIRES FROM THIS ROLE.

CLAIR
VOLK
20

HERB

HERBERT

ELDER S F O R R E- EL ECTI ON
3 Y EA R TE R M

CHRIS

JEFFERSON

Chris Jefferson has
been married to Kristi
for 19 years. Both
preacher’s kids, Chris
and Kristi grew up in
churches in Ohio and
Kansas and now live in
Firestone with their
three children: Maisey,
Marley, and Mosley.
They have served
together at churches
in Ohio, Indiana,
Missouri, and
Colorado. Chris
has been active in
teaching in student
ministry and small
groups at LifeBridge.

DOUG
WILLIAMS

As attendees of
LifeBridge for the past
17 years and members
for 10 of those years,
Doug and Ranelle
Williams have been
married for 18 years.
They have three boys:
Blake, Cooper, and
Luke. Doug has been
heavily involved in
LifeBridge Sports and
Upward Basketball, as
well as small group
ministry, couple’s
ministry, and Rooted.

E LD ERS F O R E LECTI ON
1 Y EA R T E R M

CRAIG
EARHART

Craig Earhart has been
married to Holly for 39
years and lives near
Berthoud. They have
two adult sons and
three grandchildren.
Craig and Holly have
been attending
Lifebridge for more
than 20 years and
been members since
2005. Craig leads the
security ministry
and is active in the
handyman, and
communion serving
ministries of the
church.

SCOTT
MARTIN

Scott and Katie Martin
have been attending
LifeBridge since 2000,
before becoming
members in 2001.
They have been
married for 23 years
and have four children;
twins Lauren and
Ashley, Chase,
and Abby. Scott serves
in the creative arts
ministry as a drummer
and vocalist. Katie
serves communion to
seniors and shut-ins
who cannot make it to
church. They have
both led small groups
and Rooted.

LIFEBRIDGE LONGMONT
10345 UTE HIGHWAY | LONGMONT, CO 80504
303-776-2927 | LBCC.ORG
LIFEBRIDGE JOHNSTOWN/MILLIKEN
616 N. SECOND ST. | JOHNSTOWN, CO 80534
970-660-4078 | LBCCJM.ORG

LIFEBRIDGE EN ESPAÑOL
340 LASHLEY ST., STE 110 | LONGMONT, CO 80504
303-772-1131 | LBCCESPANOL.ORG

